
Public Hearing
On Monday, April 7, 2008, at 7:15 p.m., Chairperson Eric Minks called a Public Hearing
to order. Other members present were Carl Sanford, Larry Ziebarth, Tom Braun, Mark
Riverblood and John Moosbrugger. Eugene Stoeckel was absent. The purpose of the
Public Hearing was to consider a request by Kathy Belmore and Tim Wilhelm to operate
a home based photography business, Section 9.

Kathy Belmore explained that she would like to start a photography business doing
portraits, events, and weddings. Things that would mostly be done at other locations.

Loren Kohnen stated that Kathy did a very nice job of getting all of the materials needed
and it is really the kind of business that a home occupation is meant for.

John Roxbury Jr. stated that the property could use a general clean up. There is a lot of
scrap and metal around. He suggested that the Planning Commission consider making
that a condition to be reviewed in 6 months, to see if things get cleaned up adequately.

John Moosbrugger asked Ms Belmore if she would have customers coming to her
location. She indicated that they may occasionally, but most of her business will be
done through the internet. She stated that she already had plans of cleaning up the
yard. She was just waiting for the weather to cooperate. John Moosbrugger stated that
he was not worried about the clean up because he assumed that she would want to do
that anyway since there may be cusomters coming there.

Tom Braun asked Ms. Belmore if she had a 12 x 14 space that she would be using and
she stated that she did.

Mark Riverblood stated that he feels it is a most appropriate home occupation and
wanted to know if the CUP would be for the entire property, or just the lot with her
home. Ms. Belmore stated that she would only be using the lot that has the home and
buildings on it. Mark Riverblood suggested that maybe a condition of the permit would
be for no outside storage of chemicals. Ms. Belmore stated that there will be no
developing of pictures at her home, and that everything is done digitally.

Millie Schimming stated that she was excited to see this home occupation and definitely
supports it. She also stated that she feels the township should allow some freedom with
the signs and not be so concerned about the size. It shouldn't be so small that it does
not attract new business. It should be big enough that it feels welcoming and not just an
identification of where the business is.

There were no other residents who wished to speak. A motion was made by Larry
Ziebarth and seconded by Tom Braun to close the Public Hearing at 7:27 p.m. Motion
Carried.

Regular Meeting
At 7:30 p.m. Planning Commission Chairperson Eric Minks called the Regular Monthly
Planning Commission Meeting to order.

A motion was made by Tom Braun and seconded by Larry Ziebarth to approve the
minutes of March 3, 2008, as printed. Motion Carried.





Townships ordinances needed drastic changing. Todd indicated no and stated that for
the most part, with the exception of a couple of things, everything looked good. Todd
also indicated that the information that he has received is still just drafts and nothing has
been formally adopted.

Tom Braun motioned to table the discussion until the County approves their drafts. He
also wanted to include in that motion the next item on the agenda, and that was to
discuss the process of comparing Township ordinances to Mille Lacs County
ordinances. Larry Ziebarth seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

The next item up for business was the PC reorganization-select Chair and Vice Chair.
Mark Riverblood motioned to nominate Tom Braun as Chair. Eric Minks seconded the
motion. Motion Carried

Eric Minks motioned to nominate Carl Sanford as Vice Chair. Tom Braun seconded the
motion. Motion Carried.

The next item on the agenda was Open Forum. John Roxbury, Jr. indicated that
regarding the agenda item; discuss process of comparing Township ordinances to Mille
Lacs County Ordinances, the Planning Commission needs to work on the sign
ordinance, the kennel ordinance and the recreational camping ordinance because they
have already been signed by the County Board. They all need to be brought up to date.
Tom Braun suggested that the Town Board should issue the clerks to compare the two,
and take one ordinance at a time and present them.

Millie Schimming wanted to know the main difference between the Main Branch of the
Rum River and the West Branch. She stated that if the main concem regarding the
rivers is the environment, why isn't the West Branch just as valuable as the Main
Branch? Why do we just worry about that main strip? Eric Minks explained the
recommendation that has been made to the Town Board.

Millie Schimming asked if anyone has heard anything recently about the Native
Amencans wanted to stake claims on the Rum River. Eric Minks stated that he has
heard things in the past, mostly rumors, but nothing as of recently.

A motion was made by Tom Braun and seconded by Eric Minks to adjourn the meeting
at 8:40 p.m. Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,

CJJ~}C)j~
Connie L. Wubben
Deputy Clerk

Attendees: Loren Kohnen, Todd McLouth, John A. Roxbury, Jr., Millie Schimming,
Kathy Belmore
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