
On Monday, July 7, 2008, at 7:30 p.m., Town Board Chairperson Tom Braun called the
Regular Monthly Planning Commission meeting to order. Other members present were
Larry Ziebarth, Carl Sanford, Eugene Stoeckel, and Mark Riverblood. Eric Minks and
John Moosbrugger were absent.

The first item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of June 2, 2008 as printed. A
Motion was made by Eugene Stoeckel and seconded by Larry Ziebarth to approve the
minutes of June 2, 2008 as printed. Motion Carried.

The next item on the agenda was a Landsplit for William Seefeldt, Section 15. Todd
McLouth explained that Mr. Seefeldt and Wells Fargo Bank are creating two parcels out
of one big one. The north part would be unbuildable. The south part would be buildable,
but since there is one existing house, only one more would be allowed. Todd also
explained that it is Township policy to acquire proof of easement, which he would like to
get on the north end of 50th Street. He explained that he would also suggest that the
Township request to get $300 in escrow to pay for the cost of preparing and recording
the documents. There was some discussion on the fee amounts and who should be
responsible for them. Tom Braun stated that the Planning Commission should be
concerned with the landsplit and if the Town Board would like to collect the fee, then
that is something that they can address. Todd McLouth suggested that the escrow fee
be placed somewhere on the landsplit application so applicants would be aware of it. Mr
Seefeldt asked about the fee amount and thought that the easement should be acquired
when the road is worked on. Todd explained that the Township is trying to get the
easements whenever they can.

Mr Seefeldt also wanted to verify which parcel would become unbuildable, because the
only buildable spot may also be the best agricultural spot, and he wanted to know if he
would one day be able to get a variance if he needed to. Todd McLouth indicated that it
would up to the Town Board. Tom Braun stated that the variance issue could be looked
into further at that time because there may be possibilities. Mr. seefeldt asked if this
conversation could be listed in the minutes for Mure reference. Larry Ziebarth
questioned what the hardship would be for a variance. John Roxbury stated that by
state statute a variance cannot be granted based on use, like it can be for setbacks.
Larry Ziebarth stated that he does not want to get Mr. Seefeldt's hopes up because he
does not see how a variance could be granted based on the current ordinance. Mr.
Seefeldt stated that he understood and does not actually plan to put another house on
the property. Larry Ziebarth motioned to recommend to the Town Board approval of the
landsplit. Eugene Stoeckel seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

The next item up for business was to review and discuss Township Kennel Permits
Ordinance with Mille Lacs County Ordinance. After some discussion Eugene Stoeckel
motioned to recommend to the Town Board to include a number 3. in Ordinance
#300:142, that states to refer to the County ordinance and obtain a kennel license from
County prior to CUP approval. He would like this done the next time the ordinances are
revised, so a separate public hearing is not necessary. Larry Ziebarth seconded the
motion. Motion Carried.



The next item on the agenda was to Review and Discuss Mille Lacs County
Recreational Camping Ordinance. After some discussion a motion was made by Mark
Riverblood to recommend to the Town Board that no action is required because the
County had an adequate ordinance already in place. LarryZiebarth seconded the
motion. Motion Carried.

The next item up for business was to Review and Prepare River Conservation Draft for
Town Board & Public Hearing. Mark Riverblood stated that he thinks the township would
be best served by striking #6, listed under Permitted and Conditional Uses, in Section
300:0632. It states that "Other private open space recreational uses, subject to
management plan specifications and approval by the Commission" is a Conditional Use.
He stated that he feels that statement is ambiguous and open ended. He also stated
that there was reference to a Planned Unit Development in Section 300:0671 that
should be removed. He also stated that in Section 300:0683 there are four paragraphs
that say affected property owners could petition the township for an amendment to the
zoning ordinance. He believes that the township ordinances should be fairly consistent
and anyone could petition the township at any time so this would be redundant and
confusing. Carl Sanford stated that the issue on private open space was the only issue
in controversy. The rest of the changes were housekeeping issues, and also agreed
that the amendments issue was just redundant. He also stated that he is not against .
being restrictive. He can think of 10 things that he does not want in River Conservation,
but he does not want to restrict the one thing that would be perfect for that area.
Todd McLouth stated that a conditional use would make it so all kinds of conditions
could be placed on it. Carl Sanford asked if the ordinance that refers to the
Commissioner is really meaning the Town Board. Todd McLouth and John Roxbury
stated that it refers to the DNR Commissioner. Tom Braun and Larry Ziebarth stated
that they think the ordinance should be approved by the Commissioner and the Town
Board.

Larry Ziebarth motioned to recommend approval to the Town Board to correct section
300:0661, paragraph 1, by changing 1.h to 1.i, and change 300:0671 , paragraph 3, by
deleting "except planned unit developments", and in Section 300:0682, paragraph 3. d.,
subsection 4, they delete the word "his", and entirely delete Section 300:0683
(Amendments). Eugene Stoeckel seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Mark Riverblood motioned to recommend approval to the Town Board that in Section
300:0632, they remove #6 and that a sentence be added under 300:0632 that clarifies
all of those conditional uses have to be approved by both the Township as well as the
DNR Commissioner. Eugene Stoeckel seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

The next item on the agenda was to Review and Prepare County Sign Ordinance
comparison for Town Board and Public Hearing. After some discussion, Eugene
Stoeckel motioned to table the discussion until the next meeting since they had some
questions for Loren Kohnen, who was not present. Mark Riverblood seconded the
motion. Motion Carried.



The next item on the agenda was Open Forum. There were no residents present that
wished to speak.

A Motion was made by Carl Sanford and seconded by Eugene Stoeckel to adjourn the
meeting at 8:58 p.m. Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Connie Wubben
Deputy Clerk

-Attendees: Todd McLouth, John A. Roxbury, Jr., Dorys Jensen, Mary Jensen, Jim
Pauly


