Public Hearing # 1
On Monday, October 6, 2008, at 7:15 p.m., Chairperson Tom Braun called a Public

Hearing to order. Other members present were Eric Minks, Carl Sanford, Larry Ziebarth,
Eugene Stoeckel and Town Board liason, John Moosbrugger. Mark Riverblood was
absent. The purpose of the Public Hearing was to consider a request by New Life
Christian Center to open a daycare center, Section 30.

Mary Chapman explained that the church, under Mille Lacs County, currently runs a
licensed daycare center. They are licensed for up to 14 kids and they also have a
waiting list. They see that people would like a Christian based daycare and preschool

type facility.

Eric Minks asked if there would be an outside play area or if they would be adding to it.
Mary Chapman explained that there is a playground area now but the State does not
count that as usable space. Eric also asked if the fly zone for the airport would be a
problem and Ms. Chapman indicated no.

Larry Ziebarth asked if the center would be open for anyone and Pearl Maitland
indicated yes. He also asked if the daycare center is a profit venture. Pearl Maitland
stated that it would still be non-profit and the money would be recycled back into the
church. Larry Ziebarth asked if the business would be making money or if it would be
breaking even. Mary Chapman indicated that now it is just breaking even. Larry Ziebarth
stated that it would be making money in the future and Ms. Chapman stated that she
doesn't know and it is hard to say.

Carl Sanford asked if the kids would be from the church only and Pearl Maitland stated
the kids now come from a variety of different churches as well as the staff. He stated
that he thinks there is an unfair advantage for a church, which is non-taxable, competing
with the private sector. He would be more comfortable with the idea if it was only for the
parishioners because it is basically a business run to fund the church. He also asked
how they could still be non-profit, if they would be watching his children, when he is not
a member of the church. Ms. Maitland stated that the funds that would be paid to watch
the children would cover the staff costs and then anything above that would go back
into the church. Mary Chapman stated that the church does not charge the daycare for
heating or electrical or for any maintenance, janitorial, or upkeep of the building. It is still
non-profit and they are able to employ people within the community. They also are able
to offer a service for all the people in the community who are looking for a Christian

based daycare.

Pearl Maitland explained that some of the children do not belong to any church. They do
not push the children into their beliefs. They learn basic bible stories, songs, and the
pledge. Anything above and beyond what may be Catholic, or Baptist, or Luthern; those
things they do not get into. They feel that if the child is asking questions or wants more
information, they let the parents know.

Larry Ziebarth explained that if a private person comes in here and wants to start a
daycare business that he is going to ask to have his taxes abated because there is
another one right next to him that is not paying any taxes. It is an unfair competition.
How do they explain that to a person coming in here wanting to start a business? He
stated that if you do make a profit and it goes back into the church, you are still making















